
UEP 101: Urban and Environmental Policy
Environment & Society

Fall 2022

Section 1
Tuesday and Thursdays 1:30 – 2:55 PM, Room 202 (Fowler)
Instructor: Fernanda Jahn-Verri (jahnverri@oxy.edu)
Office hours: Friday, 5:00 - 6:00 PM, via Zoom (please sign up at fjahnverri.youcanbook.me)

Section 2
Tuesday and Thursdays 1:30 – 2:55 PM, Room 112 (Fowler)
Instructor: Gus Wendel (he/him/his) (jwendel@oxy.edu

mailto:jahnverri@oxy.edu
mailto:jwendel@oxy.edu
mailto:jwendel@oxy.edu






Final Paper (20% of grade):
Final papers are due on Tuesday of Finals Week (12/08, 11:59pm PT). You must upload your
paper to Moodle. Papers should be between 5-7 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font. A paper
prompt and grading rubric will be passed out and discussed in class.

Class Assignments
Summary of Assignments and Due Dates

Assignment % of Grade Due Date
Participation 30% (total)

Large class discussions 10% In-class
Small group discussions 10% In-class
Moodle discussion forums (Four
Moodle posts) 10%

Sep 8 (1st post); Oct 4 (2nd post); Nov
10 (3rd post); Dec 1 (4th post)

Neighborhood Observation Paper 15% September 22
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https://vimeo.com/418262884
https://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Trouble_with_Wilderness_Main.html
https://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Trouble_with_Wilderness_Main.html
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la-2/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la-2/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la-2/
https://www.sierraclub.org/michael-brune/2020/07/john-muir-early-history-sierra-club?utm_source=sierraclub&utm_medium=email&utm_content=history
https://www.sierraclub.org/ecocentro/estamos-derribando-nuestros-monumentos-pulling-down-our-monuments
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet
https://www.uvm.edu/~gflomenh/ENV-NGO-PA395/articles/Lynn-White.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf


David Harvey. 2008 “The Right to the City” New Left Review p.23-40.
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-t
o-the-city

Jane Jacobs 1958 “Downtown is for People” in The Exploding
Metropolis, pp.140-168

Soja, Edward. 1989. “It All Comes Together in Los Angeles,” Chapter 8
in Postmodern Geographies. Pp.190-221.

3 Sep 13

Sep 15

Reading the Urban and Environmental Landscape

James Rojas. 2013 “The Enacted Environment of East Los Angeles” in
Places

Lipsitz, George; How Racism Takes Place: Introduction to Race, Place,
and Power

Watch: The House You Live In; From Race, The Power of an Illusion;
https://vimeo.com/133506632

Your Neighborhood Walking Exercise (no class, do your walk today)

Walking observation exercise. Refer to the prompts for the walk and
for the associated readings. Be prepared to share and discuss in class
on Sept. 20.

Pulido L, Barraclough, L, and Cheng W; Introduction and Northeast Los
Angeles chapters from A People’s Guide to Los Angeles; April 23, 2012

4 Sep 20

Sep 22

Urbanization and Growth

Harvey Molotch. (1976). The city as a growth machine: Toward a
political economy of place. American Journal of Sociology, 82(2),
309-332.

Michael Bader, “L.A. is Resegregating -- And Whites are a Major
Reason Why,” Los Angeles Times, April 1, 2016;
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-
angeles- 20160401-story.html

Inequality and the Environment
Your Local Neighborhood Observation Paper is due today

6

https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://vimeo.com/133506632
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-20160401-story.html


Boyce, James; The Environmental Cost of Inequality; Scientific
American; November 2018

Watch the news clip; The Real News Network

Michele Morrone and Geoffrey Buckley. 2011. Chapter 1 in Mountains
of Injustice. Columbus, OH: Ohio University Press. pgs. 3-31

Ma, Michelle; Racism in Cities Harms Animals and the Environment,
Too; August 17, 2020;
https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-
2/ (This article references new study that you can read here if you’d
like to see the full peer-reviewed paper by Schell et al in Science-
optional)

5 Sep 27

Sep 29

Designing the Built Environment/Where We Live
[JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD

Cuff, Dana. “Domestic Speculation: Architects and Builders in Postwar
Los Angeles.” In de Wit, W. and C. Alexander (eds). Overdrive: LA
Architecture 1940-1980. Los Angeles: Getty Publications 2013.

Mukhija, Vinit, and Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, editors. The Informal
American City: Beyond Taco Trucks and Day Labor. The MIT Press,
2014. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt9qf82x. Read
Introduction (p. 1-18) and Chapter 9 (173-192)

Goh, Kian. 2019. “Toward Transformative Urban Spatial Change: Views
from Jakarta.” In The New Companion to Urban Design, edited by
Tridib Banerjee and Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, 519–32. Abingdon,
Oxon; New York, NY: Routledge.

Current Issues in Housing Policy and Community Development –
[JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD

“The State of the Nation’s Housing 2022” Harvard Joint Center for
Housing Policy.

Rebecca Solnit, “Gentrification’s Toll: It’s You or the Bottom Line,” The
Guardian, May 13,2016
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-clima
te-change-sierra- club-san-francisco

7

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c33dbd69d5abbfa584fc9d2/t/5ce99bfd6e9a7f68cd967fa5/1558813695024/Boyce+Scientific+American+2018.pdf
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9760.
https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-2/
https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-2/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/12/science.aay4497
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_State_Nations_Housing_2022.pdf
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_State_Nations_Housing_2022.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco


Southern California Association of NonProfit Housing (SCANPH).
● Out of Reach (2018): Los Angeles (1 page)
● Out of Reach (2018): Los Angeles County (1 page)
● Housing Needs Report 2018: Los Angeles County (4 pages)

M.J. Aboelata, R. Bennett, E. Yañez, A.Bonilla, & N. Akhavan. Excerpts
from Healthy Development Without Displacement: Realizing the Vision
of Healthy Communities for All. pgs 9-17. Prevention Institute. 2017

Peter Marcuse. “The Housing Change We Need” Shelterforce. Winter
2008. December 22, 2008.

6 Oct 4

Oct 6

Gender and the Environment – [JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD
2nd Moodle post (Discussion Forum) is due today

Julie Sze. “Gender and Environmental Justice” in Routledge Handbook
on Gender and Environment. pgs. 159-168. Routledge. 2017.

Monée Fields-White. “Can we build non-racist and non-sexist cities?”
|April 3, 2019. Shareable.net.

Kian Goh. Safe Cities and Queer Spaces: The Urban Politics of Radical
LGBT Activism, Annals of the American Association of Geographers,
108:2, 2018. pgs. 463-477

Movements for Environmental Justice/ Race and the Environment

Luke Cole and Sheila Foster. “Introduction” in From the Ground Up:
Environmental Racism and the Rise of the Environmental Justice
Movement. NYU Press. 1991 pgs. 19- 33

Pellow, David N.; “Toward a Critical Environmental Justice Studies: Black
Lives Matter as an Environmental Justice Challenge”; Du Bois Review;
August 15, 2016;
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science
-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies
/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E

Gilio-Whitaker, Dina; “Environmental Justice Theory and Its Limitations
for Indigenous People: in As Long As Grass Grows: The Indigenous Fight
for Environmental Justice, from Colonization to Standing Rock; 2019

8

https://www.shareable.net/author/monee-fieldswhite/
https://www.shareable.net/can-we-build-non-sexist-and-non-racist-cities/
https://www.shareable.net/2019/04/
https://www.shareable.net/2019/04/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E


https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/475723/course/section/195386/Buses%20Are%20for%20Other%20People%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/10/public-transportation-uber-chariot/505658/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/10/public-transportation-uber-chariot/505658/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/10/public-transportation-uber-chariot/505658/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3985207.pdf?casa_token=K3fC7rHZAMgAAAAA:SQyi9jNZdthkG1YwaUHP_g4SpvGbD_5mCY023yC6DP55-cGE-y2dxRk-ItQurHT0ePGzolFoWTolZ-Gy_BPhluRbQiPUbz50ObwZwPU4OuPVm2jbeZb-Gw
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3985207.pdf?casa_token=K3fC7rHZAMgAAAAA:SQyi9jNZdthkG1YwaUHP_g4SpvGbD_5mCY023yC6DP55-cGE-y2dxRk-ItQurHT0ePGzolFoWTolZ-Gy_BPhluRbQiPUbz50ObwZwPU4OuPVm2jbeZb-Gw
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-17/latino-essential-workers-coronavirus
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-17/latino-essential-workers-coronavirus


Oct 27

Lubell, M., Blomquis

https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-change-lines-of-evidence-booklet/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice-opinion-sachs/index.html


Nov 3

http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-c
limate-justice- opinion-sachs/index.html

Althor, G., Watson, J.E.M., & Fuller, R.A. (2016). “Global mismatch
between greenhouse gas emissions and the burden of climate change.”
Nature Scientific Reports. 6, 20281. Pp.1-6.

http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice-opinion-sachs/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice-opinion-sachs/index.html
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/outdoors/what-makes-air-unhealthy/toxic-air-pollutants
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/outdoors/what-makes-air-unhealthy/toxic-air-pollutants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCy9exrIkA8
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html


Nov 10

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-protect-workers-from-chemicals
https://ph.ucla.edu/news/news-item/2015/may/price-nice-hair-hair-salon-workers-face-serious-health-risks
https://ph.ucla.edu/news/news-item/2015/may/price-nice-hair-hair-salon-workers-face-serious-health-risks
https://loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=18-P13-00023&segmentID=4
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5783279/
https://timelines.latimes.com/exide-technologies-history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmC1L070eZg


Nov 17 Food Systems – [JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD

City of Los Angeles, Good food purchasing pledge, read pgs. 1-6.
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvilla
raigosa33128314 1_10242012.pdf

Megan Horst, Nathan McClintock & Lesli Hoey (2017) The Intersection of
Planning, Urban Agriculture, and Food Justice: A Review of the
Literature, Journal of the American Planning Association, 83:3, 277-295.

Gripper, Ashley; We don’t farm because its trendy; We farm as
resistance, for healing, and sovereignty: Farming is not new to Black
people; Environmental Health News; May 27, 2020;
https://www.ehn.org/black-farming-food-sovereignty-2645479216.html

Hoover, Elizabeth; Native Food Systems in the Time of COVID-19;
https://gardenwarriorsgoodseeds.com/2020/05/03/native-food-systems
-in-the-time-of-covid-19/; May 3, 2020. See also a peer reviewed version
of the same research (PDF link here).

13 Nov 22

Nov 24

Energy – [JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD

Additional Readings TBD

Mikel González-Eguino “Energy poverty: An overview”

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews Volume 47, July 2015, Pages
377-385;
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S13
64032115001586

J. Mijin Cha, “Unnatural Gas: How Government Made Fracking Profitable
(and Left Renewables Behind)”, Dissent, Jun 27, 2013
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-go
vernment-made- fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind

Thanksgiving (no class)

14 Nov 29 Building a Healthy and Just City – [JOINT] GUEST SPEAKER TBD

Workshop with James Rojas, Founder of PLACE IT! (Ph.D. Urban
Planning, MIT) Sponsored by the Remsen Bird Fund.

13

http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
https://www.ehn.org/black-farming-food-sovereignty-2645479216.html
https://gardenwarriorsgoodseeds.com/2020/05/03/native-food-systems-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://gardenwarriorsgoodseeds.com/2020/05/03/native-food-systems-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10460-020-10089-7
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586#!
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind


Dec 1

Susan Fainstein. “Planning and the Just City” (in Mar

https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
http://movementgen.electricembers.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/JT_booklet_English_SPREADs_web.pdf
http://movementgen.electricembers.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/JT_booklet_English_SPREADs_web.pdf
http://movementgen.electricembers.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/JT_booklet_English_SPREADs_web.pdf
http://www.gabrielinotribe.org/
https://usdac.us/nativeland
/academics/core-program/learning-objectives/core-program-united-states-diversity-cpud


/academics/academic-support
/academics/academic-support
mailto:academiccoaching@oxy.edu
/academics/library/research-help
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/academic-support/language-study-placement
/academics/library/cdla/critical-making
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/academics/academic-support/writing-center


/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
http://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct


Title IX statement, and statement of role of faculty member as a mandatory reporter (Link
to Title IX)

In the event that you choose to write or speak about having experienced sexual or interpersonal
violence, including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, stalking, sexual
exploitation or any other form of sexual harassment, as  designated Responsible Employees,
fprofessors must notify the Title IX Office. They will contact you to let you know about
accommodations and support services at Oxy and reporting options both on and off-campus.

If you do not want the Title IX Office notified, instead of disclosing this information to your
instructor, either through conversation or a class assignment, you can speak confidentially with
the following people on campus:

● Survivor Advocate, Project SAFE (survivoradvocate@oxy.edu)
● Emmons Counseling (For appointments, call: 323-259-2657)
● Rev. Dr. Susan Young, Office of Religious and Spiritual Life (young@oxy.edu)

The sexual misconduct policy, along with additional resources, can be found at:

/sexual-respect-title-ix
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/office-religious-spiritual-life
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation


http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation



