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Calendar of Important Dates

Fall 2023

July 19 (Wed) 22-23 FYS Syllabus Workshop (10am-2:30pm, Zoom)

August 21 (Mon) Fall FYS Instructor Workshop

August 29 (Tue) First Day of Fall Semester Classes

September TBA FYS Faculty meeting #1

September 15 (Fri) Core Event: Tania El Khoury (11:45am-12:40pm; Thorne Hall)
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1. Introduction & History

Occidental's approach to the liberal ar



2. FY



Fall Seminars – Additional Writing Requirements and Guidelines

● 20 (double-spaced) pages of writing from each student, distributed across formal (graded)

and informal (low-stakes) writing assignments.

● Revised for 2023-24 Structure the course to include 3 formal (graded) writing assignments (at

least one of these must be a draft-revision sequence: see above).

● At least 1 of the 3 formal writing assignments must be a thesis-driven expository essay that

meets the criteria of the writing portfolio rubric (see the definition & criteria below on page 9).

● Other writing in the course can include informal or low-stakes writing assignments (e.g.,

reflections, responses, etc.).

● FYS faculty should keep in mind the requirements of the First-Stage Writing Proficiency

Portfolio and design writing assignments that provide students with opportunities to write

essays that meet the submission requirements.

Spring Seminars – Additional Writing Requirements and Guidelines

● 20 (double-spaced) pages of writing from each student, distributed across formal (graded)

and informal (low-stakes) writing assignments.

●At least one shorter formal expository essaymust be assigned and graded before February
15th. Note: assigning and returning an essay to students early in the spring semester will give

them the opportunity to submit this paper as on�e
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Students can not drop or withdraw from an FYS course unless switching to a different seminar early in

the semester. The only other way a student can withdraw from an FYS is if they withdraw from all of their

courses.

Completion Policy (New Policy for 2023-24)

All FYS instructors should include the following policy (adapted as needed) in their syllabus and integrate

it into their grading criteria:

In order to receive a grade of S (“Satisfactory”) in this course, students must complete and turn in

all components of each of the major
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processes and products, as they gain knowledge of writing as part of a liberal arts education and within
a specific discipline. Completion of this Two-Stage Writing Proficiency requirement is a college degree
requirement.

The First-Stage Writing Proficiency requirement is designed to introduce students to college-level
writing expectations, as they learn to enter a scholarly conversation, enhance their abilities in writing
expository essays, develop skills in expressing critical analysis, and communicate knowledge to an
audience using specific rhetorical conventions. The First-Stage Writing requirement aims to prepare
students for more complex writing tasks within an academic discipline. Thus, it is expected that
students will complete the First-Stage Writing requirement before they complete the Second-Stage in
their major. (See the College Catalog for more Information about the Two-Stage Writing Proficiency
Requirement.)

For all students who enter Oxy as first-time first-year students, the First-Stage Writing Proficiency
requirement will be determined through their performance in both First-Year Seminars (FYS) and
through an evaluation of a writing portfolio, which incT
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5. Other Requirements and Expectations

Because the First-Year Seminar is an introduction to academic habits and practices, and often the first

course in which an Occidental student develops a significant relationship with a professor, we ask faculty

to address a number of issues

http://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics
/academics/student-success/advising-center/sean-system




7. Core Program Events and Summer Reading

Core Program E

/academics/core-program/core-program-events
/academics/core-program/core-program-events


LA Encounters Fund

Additional funding may be available for activities and projects that bring FYS students off campus to

locations around Los Angeles. For more information, please see:

http://www.oxy.edu/core-program/la-encounters

8B. Copies, Scanning, and Office Support

The Core Program Assistant can help faculty with scanning, printing, copying and other tasks. When

requesting copies, please remember to include the number of copies needed as well as your intended

pick-up date.

8C. Writing

Additional Pedagogical Resources for Faculty

FYS instructors

http://www.oxy.edu/core-program/la-encounters


The

/writing-center
mailto:jprebel@oxy.edu
mailto:hiltons@oxy.edu
/academics/library
/academics/faculty/resources-faculty/center-teaching-excellence
https://moodle.oxy.edu/course/view.php?id=9480
mailto:levitan@oxy.edu


Appendix A: FYS-specific Required Syllabus Language

● Dates of all Core Program Events

● Completion Policy (adapt as needed):

In order to receive a grade of S (“Satisfactory”) in this course, students must complete and

turn in all components of each of the major writing assignments (as designated by your

instructor on the syllabus). This work must be completed according to the specifications

provided by the professor and as outlined in the assignment handout, syllabus, course

Moodle page, assessment rubric, or other materials provided.

● Learning Goals and Outcomes, incl

/writing-center
/writing-center
/academics/writing-program-requirements


http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/office-religious-spiritual-life


● Project SAFE Survivor Advocate (survivoradvocate@oxy.edu)

● Emmons Counseling (For appointments, call: 323-259-2657)

● Rev. Dr. Susan Young, Office of Religious and Spiritual Life

(young@oxy.edu)

The sexual misconduct policy, along with additional resources, can be found at:

https://www.oxy.edu/civil-rights-title-ix/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies

-procedures
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http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
/civil-rights-title-ix/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
/civil-rights-title-ix/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures




5. Information Literacy. Students will be introduced to the concept of information literacy and be

expected to understand how to find and evaluate academic sources. They will also learn about

scholarly citation methods and purposes, and become aware of the importance of academic

honesty.

Lear


